Spellings

In Year 1 and 2 phonics is the main approach to spelling. However, there are many words that
cannot be spelled using phonics and these are called ‘common exception words’ (CEW). In both year
groups there is a set of CEW that the children must learn to read and write in order to be successful
by the end of the year. To help your child to learn these words, and to retain them (not just
remember them for a short time), we will be starting a cycle of learning after half term.

Year 1 common exception words:

Week 1 of Week 2 of Week 3 of Week 4 of Week 5 of Week 6 of
each term each term each term each term each term each term
I be you come there no

me some here go
the he are love where o)
she
do we was by they friend
to were my
today one said school
once put is says
our your push his ask
pull has
house full of

Each set of spellings will be sent home on a Friday to practise, ready for a test the following Friday.
The words will also be studied and practised at school during that week. The same spellings will be
sent home in week 1 of every term, the same in week 2 of every term, and so on so that your child
learns each set 5 times during the course of the year. For some children, this will be a chance to
consolidate their learning, whilst for others it will be a chance to beat their own score each term.
This repeated exposure to the same spellings should help your child to remember them more
effectively.

Strategy for learning spellings at home:
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Look at the spelling and the sounds in it, say it out loud, cover the word and write it from memory,
check that you are right! Repeat!
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Please ask your child’s teacher if you have any questions. Thank you for your support.




